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Bryce Clemmer ’10 and Matt Polzin ’11 launch Vadio with $2 million in seed funding from 
music, entertainment and tech heavyweights.

Remember old-school MTV music videos? Vadio has reinvented the watch-
as-you-listen art form by synching music videos to streaming platforms 
like Pandora. As a Willamette student, Bryce Clemmer met execs from 
Wieden+Kennedy, a high-profile Portland ad agency with a tech business 
incubator. Now Vadio’s CEO, Clemmer and co-founder Matt Polzin credit 
Willamette professors and students for helping test-drive their technology.
     What’s the business proposition? By turning music listeners into viewers, 
Vadio targets ad revenue facilitated by partners like Virgin Radio and Nova 
Entertainment. The partners embed Vadio content into websites and apps to 
engage users, drive traffic and connect through social media. Early funders 
include past and current leaders of Microsoft, YouTube and William Morris 
Endeavor — platinum support for fresh ideas. 

Geoff Rich ’09 Named  
Iron Mixologist at  
Bite of Oregon
Competition is fierce at the Bite 
of Oregon, and no fight-to-the-
finish is watched more closely 
than the Iron Mixologist.
 Willamette alumnus Geoff 
Rich won it all after a two-
day, six-round competition 
that challenged mixologists 
to create a new drink using 
what they’d brought and one 
mystery ingredient supplied 
by the Bite. In five minutes!
 Rich’s deft handling 
of fruit gave him an edge 
when he created an apple 
cobbler-like drink, inspired 
by McMenamins Aval Pota 
apple whiskey. Rich gives a 
shout-out to two influences 
that shaped his success. “The 
Willamette Valley is known 
for exceptional agriculture 

and an active wine and beer 
community.” When it comes  
to creativity, Willamette 
University deserves 
considerable credit. The 
philosophy major who hung 
out at the Salem Saturday 
Market says, “The breadth 
of my liberal arts education 
taught me to problem solve 
and be inventive, in whatever  
I was doing.”

Camille Debreczeny ’16, left, 
and Caty Priebe ’15, center, 
are among nine Willamette 
students who participated 
in Liberal Arts Research 
Collaborative (LARC) projects 
last summer. Working with 
professor Ellen Eisenberg, right, 
the two researched Jewish 
history in the post-World War II 
era at Portland’s Oregon Jewish 
Museum archives. Other LARC 
projects ranged from exploring 
“Alice in Wonderland” and its 
afterlife in cyberspace to Islam 
in the Pacific Northwest. The Painting 

Had Him  
at Hello

Imagine this: You are an 
art professor. A former 
student contacts you. 
She has been entrusted 
with restoring a painting 
owned by an Italian 
family and wants your 
assistance in sleuthing 
the painting’s origins. 
You agree, fly to Rome 
and come face to face 
with the mysterious 
painting. In an instant,  
you know you are looking 
at a masterwork. You are 
looking at a painting by 
Peter Paul Rubens.
 Although this story sounds 
like an art caper film, it’s all 
true. The scholar is Ricardo 
De Mambro Santos, associate 
professor of art history at 
Willamette and an expert 
in the Italian and European 
Renaissance. His former 
student, Cecilia Paolini,  
is an independent scholar  

and graduate of the 
University of Rome.
 De Mambro 
Santos says, “I was 
immediately captured 
by the work. You 
can see the dynamic 
vibration of the forms 
depicted on the surface 
trying to explode.” 
Further clues came 
from the thick, circular 
brush strokes and 
the dense, smoky 
rendering.
 The subject of the 
painting is Archduke 
Albert VII, who 
ruled the Habsburg 
Netherlands with his 
wife, Isabella, from 
1598 to 1621. And here are 
two telltale clues: Both were 
avid art collectors, and they 
appointed Rubens as court 
painter in 1609. But after  
the childless couple died, 
much of their art collection  
was scattered.
 Even with the clues provided 
by the painting and the royals’ 
relationship with Rubens, 
De Mambro Santos needed 

to confirm his theory. With a 
team of investigators, he used 
infrared light and X-rays to look 
under the painting’s surface. 
Corroborating evidence came 
from the age of pigments 
and varnishes, the artist’s 
stylistic devices and a rare 
yellow pigment — giallorino 
— produced in Italy and 
used exclusively in Rubens’ 
workshop at the beginning of 
the 17th century.

23,913
The number of pages 

of Willamette’s 
historic Collegian 

newspaper now 
scanned and 

searchable on the 
University Archives’ 

web page: library.
willamette.edu/

archives
Civic Communication and Media 

New name for the Rhetoric and Media Studies program —  
now offering more experiential learning through  local partnerships, 

engagement with emerging technologies, and internships

18
Number of languages 

spoken by the incoming 
class of AGSM’s Early 

Career/Career Change MBA 

Streaming Now

The Philosopher, the Shaker  
and the Fruit

Alumni Get Inventive — and Get Funding — 
to Evolve the Music Industry

Atkinson Lecture Series  
Adds New Stars and Flavor(s) 

George Takei — actor, activist, social media maven (Twitter followers: 
1.3 million; Facebook likes: 7.4 million) — will be the Atkinson Lecture 
Series fall speaker. Star Trek’s legendary Sulu was shaped by a boyhood 
spent in World War II Japanese-American imprisonment. As an adult, 
his empathy for those denied rights translates into advocacy for many 
causes, including those of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
individuals and families. Takei will address the Willamette community  
on Nov. 11 in Smith Auditorium.
 Homespun, charming and docent of delicious. These words could 
describe the legendary ice cream company Ben & Jerry’s or its 
entrepreneurial co-founder Jerry Greenfield. Ben & Jerry's launched 
in Burlingon, Vt., a college town, and has spread 
messages of joy and activism for more than 
30 years. The co-genius behind Chunky 
Monkey and Cherry Garcia delivers the real 
scoop on life and work on March 18 in Smith 
Auditorium, as part of the Atkinson Graduate 
School of Management’s 40th anniversary.

For tickets, visit willamette.edu/events/
atkinson_lecture.

Adam Meyer ’09 and friend 
Ashley Donovan are connecting 
with communities — on 
foot. And we’re not talking 
walking. The two left Portland 
on July 28 to run 3,000 miles 
to Washington, D.C., in four 
months. That’s an average of 
one marathon per day.
 Meyer majored in politics 
and has worked as a policy and 
legislative advocate in Salem 

and for D.C.-area nonprofits. 
His goal now: to meet and listen 
to people, share successful 
ideas and better understand 
the issues and values of 
communities nationwide. 
Between maintaining a blog and 
updating social media accounts, 
he and Donovan organize 
visits with community leaders, 
teachers, elected officials and 
others. They’ve already met with 

retired Oregon legislator Paul 
Hanneman, who led the charge 
on the 1971 bottle bill; tribal 
leaders to talk land and water 
preservation; and rural school 
principals to talk education.
 Meyer credits Willamette 
and his folks with inspiring his 
commitment to a better quality 
of life. “My parents worked 
in community planning and 
social services, and poured 

Stronger 
Communities, 
One Step 
at a Time

heart and soul into their work,” 
he says. “I also learned from 
leaders at Willamette, like 
Bob Hawkinson, who changed 
the community through 
encouraging dialogue and 
empowering individuals.”
 To learn more about Meyer 
and Donovan, follow their 
blog, share your story and 
show your support, go to  
run2connect.com.


